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OUT OF THE RUT 


IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES IN BRIEF. 


The Barrow ‘Labour Party have 
issued a 62 pp. booklet, containing a 
report of the activities in Parliament 
of Mr. John Bromley, M.P. These 
activities cover a multitude of phases 
and should interest many sections cf 
the electorate. 


The Northampton Labour Party 
issued at the recent election a 16 pp. 
pamphlet outlining the Municipal policy 
of the party. Even to Labour readers 
the pamphlet might prove an_ eye- 
opener on the comprehensiveness and 
consistency of Labour policy in all 
aspects of social need. The pamphlet 
is by no means “‘heavy,’’ and alto- 
gether it is an interesting and instruc- 
tive document. : 


In view of the Sheffield Labour 
Party’s Municipal results particular 
interest attaches to two copies of one 
of the local Labour sheets which have 
reached us. In the Park Division there 
are two wards, and 18,000 copies of 
this paper were distributed, the whole 
cost of the issue being defrayed by the 
advertisements. The distribution took 
place before the election contest proper 
began, and the agent, Councillor E. 
G. Rowlinson, J.P., tells us that this 
is good policy, as it helps to break the 
ground and prepare the electorate for 
the final part of the fray. 


Agents and secretaries in other towns 
will be interested to know the pro- 
cedure usually adopted at Oldham in 
regard to the preparation of the elec- 
tors’ lists. The three political agents 
have a room set apart for them at the 
Town Hall, and about a fortnight 
before the qualifying period twelve or 
fourteen mén are engaged through 
them from the Labour Exchange, such 
men being paid so much per 100 houses 
visited during the annual canvass. The 
men bring in the fullest information 
regarding persons entitled to be put on 
the register, and six clerks are then 
engaged (two for each agent) to deal 
with this matter.. One deals with list 
B (newly-qualified electors), another 
with list C (persons no longer quali- 


fied), and from the matter so prepared 
list A is dealt with and corrected under 
the supervision of the agents. There 
are thus very few claims ‘for the 
ordinary ‘Revision Court. At a recent 
Revision some 121 claims were made 
after the publication of the lists, and 
these were all satisfactorily dealt with, 
in some cases through the post, and all 
doubts and disputes were disposed of. 
A formal Revision Court was dispensed 
with by agreement between the agents, 
as there was no matter to come betore 
same. The procedure outlined has 
been in force since the passing of the 
Registration of the People Act, 1918. 


We have on many occasions drawn 
attention to the possibilities of the 
duplicated sheet for purposes of 
organisation, or even as the basis for 
a door-to-door distribution of a local 
news sheet. But we were not prepared 
to see such elaborate examples of the 
duplicating art as lie before us at this 
minute in, two magazines each con- 
sisting of several pages of duplicated 
matter. The palm must be given to 
the “Lancaster Forward,’’ a 12-page 
foolscap duplicated paper with coloured 
covers. On another page we reproduce 
the cover design and facsimile of front 
page. We cannot too highly commend 
our comrades of Lancaster on the enter- 
prise they have shown in this publica- 
tion and on the elegance and careful 
work noticeable from cover to cover. 

Address : “Lancaster Forward,’’ 
Trades Hall, Lancaster. 


At the same time Numbers 1 and 2 
of the ‘‘New Record” reach us. This 
journal is the official organ “of the 
Hammersmith Labour Party, and is 
sent us by Mr. Harold Riley, of 154, 
Goldhawk Road, Shepherd’s Bush, 
London, W.12, Labour agent in this 
Division, and formerly of Lichfield. 
No. 1 is a foolscap eight page paper, 
well duplicated and of attractive con- 
tents. Number 2 is increased to 12 
pages, and is of equal quality anil 
variety. Address: ‘‘New Record,”’ 154, 
Goldhawk Road, Shepherd’s Bush. 
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LABOUR PARTY. 


EXAMINATION SCHEME FOR 
PARTY AGENTS. 


At the Labour Party: Conference, 
which took place at Margate, a scheme 
for the Training and Examination of 
agents was finally approved, and is, 
we understand, to be definitely put 
into operation immediately. The princi- 
ple of Examination had been approved 
at previous conferences of the Party, 
and by the Agents’ Association them- 
selves, and during the past year details 
have been under consideration with the 
result that the scheme as now adopted, 
embraces training for prospective 
agents, in addition to all the necessary 
provisions for the holding of Examina- 
tions and the issue of certificates. 

The scheme, which may be read in 
detail on reference to Appendix 4 of the 
Labour Party E.C. Report, provides 
that Examinations shall be held in the 
various Labour Party Organising Areas 
on due notice being given in the ‘‘Daily 
Herald”’ and the ‘‘Labour Organiser.”’ 

Entrants are required to state par- 
ticulars of offices held in the Labour 
movement, and of experience gained in 
its work, and to pay an entrance fee 
of 10/6. 

Every entrant also agrees to carry 
through a six months’ course of study, 
each stage of study to be completed by 
written essays and replies to questions. 

The subjects for examinations are :— 

(a) The Franchise Laws and con- 
duct of Registration work. 

(b) The Law and Practice of Par- 
liamentary and Local Gov- 
ernment Elections. 

(c) Labour Party constituency 
organisation. 

Examinations are to be partly oral 
and partly written, and consideration 
is to be given to proved experience in 
the service of the Party. 

Present practising agents are to re- 
ceive a certificate of proficiency with- 
out examination, provided they have 
conducted a Parliamentary Election to 
the satisfaction of the Examining 
Board and make application before a 
stated date. 

All certificates are to be signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary of the National 
Labour Party and the chief examiner, 
and will be provided by the Labour 
Party. They will continue to be recog- 


nised only whilst the holder is practis- 
ing as an agent or national officer, or 
having practised or desiring to practise 
as such, is actually associated with the 
Party as a member, and retains his or 
her membership of the National Asso- 
ciation of Labour Registration and 
Election Agents. 

The Board of Examiners is to con- 
sist in the first place of Mr. Egerton 
P. Wake, the National Agent (as repre- 
senting the Party E.C.) and Mr. W. 
Barefoot, J.P. (as representing the 
Agents’ Association) and these two 
principal examiners are to be assisted 
by the Labour Party District Organiser 
for the area in which an examination 
is held. 

The scheme makes certain provisions 
regarding the secrecy of examination 
papers, rules for the conduct of the 
examination, awards of marks and 
reports to the Adjustments Board from 
the examiners. : 

The secretary of the Labour Party 
Adjustments Board (Mr. Egerton P. 
Wake) is to act as Secretary and Regis- 
trar of the Examination Scheme, and 
the functions of this officer are laid 
down in detail. 

We venture to express the hope and 
opinion that the new scheme will mark 
a distinct advance in the efficiency of 
Labour’s organising forces. To a great 
extent the success of the scheme will 
depend on the number and interest of 
those enrolling themselves for study and 
examination. 

In the Midland district several 
training classes for election workers are 
already in operation or about to be com- 
menced. These have no connection 
with the Examination Scheme, but may 
serve as feeding grounds to the scheme 
proper. It is probable that similar 
facilities will develop in other places as 
the Examination Scheme and oppor- 
tunities for study become known. 


CROWDED OUT. 


The following articles are held over 
for lack of space till our next issue :— 
1. Organisation in the Agricultural 
Areas. 
2. Law and Practice: A specimen 
Return of Expenses. 
3. Urban and District Council Elec- 
tions. 
4. Standing Orders: Another ex- 
ample. 
-5. The Secretary’s Page. 
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IMPRISONMENT AND THE VOTE: 
REPORT OF COMMUNIST CASES. 


“Labour Organiser” View That Decision is Wrong. 


On the grounds that five Shipley Com- 
munists, who were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment for offences under the 
Emergency Powers Act on May 13th, 
had not the necessary residential quali- 
fication their Parliamentary and local 
government votes were disallowed on 
September 14th by the Revision Court 
at Shipley. Mr. H. Barnes (deputy 
registration officer for the Shipley 
Division) presided, and there were also 
present Mr. W. Hill (Labour agent), 
Mr. S. H. Servent (Conservative agent), 
and Mr. T. Luxton (Liberal agent). 

Objections were lodged by Mr. 
George Arthur Atkinson, regarding the 
votes of five men, namely, George Ives, 
G. F. Fox, C. Armitage, G. Brown, and 


J. H. Perry. Mr. Armitage and Mr. 
Perry were present in court. 
Mr. S. H. Servent, representing 


Atkinson, and dealing with the case of 
Mr. Ives, said that the objection was 
made on the grounds that Ives had not 
resided at the premises occupied by him 
at Aire Street, Shipley, during a 
sufficient length of time during the 
qualifying period. 
BRADFORD SENTENCE. 

Mr. Ives had been sentenced at the 
West Riding Court, Bradford, on May 
13th, to a period of imprisonment. He 
remained at Armley gaol until June 
aida, 

This period of imprisonment, Mr. 
Servent maintained, had broken the 
necessary time qualification, and there- 
fore Ives’ vote should be disallowed. 

Mr. W. Hill objected to Servent’s 
evidence regarding the imprisonment of 
Mr. Ives, as, he submitted, such evi- 
dence could only be hearsay and 


repute. The objection was overruled, 
however, and the evidence was 
accepted. 


In support of the objection it was 
argued that Mr. Ives had not the ‘fright 
to return” to his residence during his 
imprisonment, as required by the Re- 
presentation of the People Act. Numer- 
ous cases and judgments were quoted. 

Mr. W. Hill (Labour agent), oppos- 
ing the objection, said the case was 
the first one to be brought under the 
new Act, which repealed 50 Acts and 
considerably modified 57 others, and 
therefore they had no previous judg- 
ments to guide them. 


TERM OF IMPRISONMENT. 


He maintained that Mr. Ives and the 
other men in question had a sufficient 
degree of inhabitance to be entitled to 
their votes. He pressed that, as he 
interpreted the Act, a term of impri- 
sonment could not be considered for any 
purposes of the Act. 

The Presiding Officer stated that the 
question was entirely one of whether 
the requisite residential qualifications 
were satisfactory. As it could not be 
shown that the person objected to had 
the right to return, at any time during 
the whole of the qualifying period, he 
upheld the objection, and the votes 
would be disallowed. 

The votes of the other men concerned 
would also be disallowed. 

Mr. Hill said he. accepted the ruling, 
under protest. If the men’s offence had 
been of any other nature the objection 
would never have been brought. 

Mr. Servent: ‘‘We have not men- 
tioned the nature of the offence.’’ 


OUR OPINION. 


Very careful attention has been given 
by us to the facts of the above case 
and the legal arguments raised therein, 
and we desire in the first place to ex- 
press our appreciation of the kindness 
of the Labour agent, Mr. Walter Hill, 
in placing various material at our dis- 
posal. 

We are not primarily concerned with 
the public aspect of this question or the 
contemptible tactics of our political 
opponents in this matter. If the deci- 
sion is good in law, and if it were to 
become a common practice to object to 
the votes of imprisoned persons, Labour 
would probably have most to gain. A 
prison plebiscite would probably dis- 
close some disconcerting facts to our 
Tory opponents. 

At first sight we were inclined to 
agree that though the attempt to deny 
these five Communists of the right to 
vote was contemptible in the extreme, 
it was good in law. A further exam- 
ination, however, of the law and. au- 
thorities convinces us that the decision 
is bad, and that the provisions of Acts 
of Parliament have been misquoted. 

In the legal argument great play was 
made of the provisions of Section 41 
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(5) of the Representation of the People 
Act, 1918, which reads as follows :-— 
“‘A person who is an inmate or 
patient in any prison, lunatic asy- 
lum, workhouse, poorhouse or any 
other similar institution, shall not by 
reason thereof be treated as resident 
therein for any purposes of this Act.’ 

In our opinion the above provision 
has not the slightest reference to the 
present case. The claim of the five 
persons objected to rested upon ‘‘con- 
structive residence’ and their tempor- 
ary residence in one of H.M. prisons 
formed no part of the qualification they 
claimed. That qualification rested 
entirely upon their constructive resi- 
dence at their own homes. They did 
not claim to be resident ‘‘therein’’ (i.e. 
in prison), but to be resident at their 
home addresses. The wording of the 
Section seems to us quite clear upon 
this point, and that it is residence in 
the prison, etc, which must not’ be 
treated as residence for the purpose of 
the Act. That is to say, a person can- 
not claim that he was resident two 
months in a prison and one month in 
a house or similarly, and that he was 
therefore qualified (qualification is now 
three months). The men claimed to be 
resident constructively and continuous- 
ly (in that regard) at home. 

Now we are quite aware that under 
an old decision (Powell v. Guest 1864) 
imprisonment, following upon the con- 
viction of a criminal offence, for a sub- 
stantial part of the qualifying period 
was held to have prevented the voter 
from having obtained the residence 
qualification in his own home under 
Section 27 of the Reform Act 1832. 

And there- are several decisions 
which support the view there expressed. 
We, however, are of opinion that each 
case must be taken on its merits, and 
even if there were no later qualifica- 
tions of the view above laid down by 
H.M. Judges, we should contend that 
seeing that these men were imprisoned 
from May 13th to June 17th only, this 
could not be said to constitute a ‘‘sub- 
stantial part’’ of the qualifying period. 
In this connection one has to remem- 
ber that the R.P. Act itself, in another 
part, condones an absence from actual 
residence amounting to two-thirds of 
the qualifying period. Indeed a man who 
lets his house as a furnished house, has 
less right or opportunity to return to 
- residence during the period for which 
he has let it than the person confined 
to gaol. 


Following up the latter line of argu- 
ment we contend that the judgment 
given in the case of Tanner v. Carter, 
1885, is of vital importance in this 
case. It was there said :— 


“In order to» constitute residence, 
a- party. must possess, at least a 
sleeping apartment, but an wuninter- 
rupted abiding at such dwelling is not 
requisite, 

Absence, no matter how long, if 
there be the liberty of returning at 
any time, and no abandonment of 
the intention to return whenever it 
may suit the party’s pleasure or con- 
venience so to do, will not prevent a 
constructive legal residence.”’ 

It will be seen from the above that 
possession of a sleeping place is a vital 
part of the qualification. It is cogent 
to remark that the man who has let 
his house does not possess a sleeping 
place therein to which he can return 
at any time and the Act sanctions this 
for two-thirds of the period! Is it 
therefore to be assumed that the man 
who does possess a sleeping place to 
which he can return at any time is 
to be debarred from the vote merely 
because there is a_ physical restraint 
upon him which may or may not be 
loosened at any moment? The authority 
speaks of the party’s (i.e. the voter’s) 
“pleasure or convenience,’’ not freedom 
or restraint. 

But, it may be urged, that in the 
judgment quoted, ‘stress is’ laid on 
the “liberty of returning’’ at any time. 
We argue that the “‘liberty’’ here re- 
ferred to is pertinent. to the residence 
and not to the individual. Otherwise 
the, Courts. might be asked to go into 
all, sorts and degrees of restraint.. Does 
a man who may secure his freedom 
at any moment by paying a. paltry fine 
forfeit his “‘liberty of returning.’’. Does 
a man absent from home for four or 
five weeks of the qualifying period 
under contract to some employer also 
forfeit his “liberty of returning’? ? 

These questions disclose the absurd- 
ity of suggesting that liberty of return- 
ing is a physical one rather than the 
one implied by a legal title to return. 

In support of our view w may quote, 
Falkener v. Dunlop, 1890, where it 
was said :— 

““Where a person has a house or 
rooms to which he is entitled to go 
even a considerable absence will not 
break the residence for the purpose 
of qualification.” 
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REVIEWS. 


‘*The General Strike: Trades Coun- 
cils in Action,’’ by Emile Burns. Pub- 
lished by the Labour Research Depart- 
ment, 162, Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, S.W.1., cloth 3/6, paper 2/-. 
This books deals with the activities of 
the Trades Councils throughout the 
country during the General Strike, 
and includes many interesting and de- 
tailed reports from the Trades Councils 
themselves, illustrated by cartoons, 
charts, etc., from the bulletins issued 
at the time. It will be followed shortly 
by a companion volume dealing with 
the origin and history of the general 
strike. 

“British “Imperialism in Malaya’ 
(boards 1/-.; paper 6d. each; 5/- 
per dozen post free) shows up 
the terrible conditions under which 
the Chinese work under British 
management in the Malay Tin Mines 
and the effect of this exploitation on 
the Cornish tin-mining industry. Sec- 
ondly, it deals with the rapid expan- 
sion of rubber-growing in the Malay 
States, and the contrast between the 
vast profits made by the British and 
European rubber companies and the 
wages of the Indian and Chinese 
workers employed on the estates. 


, 


““Company Unions’? (Labour White 
Paper No. 25), price 1d. Bulk rates 50 
copies at 2s. 9d., 100 at 5s. 6d., 1,000 
at 42 10s. od. Published by the La- 
bour Research Department, 162, Buck- 
ingham Palace Road, London, S.W.1. 
Since the General Strike the attack 
on the Trade Unions has_ taken 
the form in some cases of the 
establishment of employers’ organisa- 
tions called company or house unions, 
the aim of which is to get the workers 
in a particular concern out of the 
National Trade Union movement. This 
pamphlet records the leading features 
of the company unions both here and 
in America, and will be found invalu- 
able by all Trade Unions which are 
threatened with the introduction cf 
American methods in this country. 


“The Trained Mind—Trained for 
What?” by J. P. M. Millar (3d. post 
tree drone IN.C.L.C... 62," Hanover 
Street, Edinburgh). This pamphlet, 
written by the General Secretary of the 
National Council of Labour Colleges, 
is a definite challenge to those who 


think that History and Economics and 
the other Social Sciences get a square 
deal at the Universities—the seats of 
learning of the governing classes. The 
workers are sometimes told in awe- 
stricken tones of the value of the Uni- 
versity trained mind. That is has a 
value cannot be gainsaid, but the 
question arises, ‘‘Value to whom?’’ 
The pamphlet is a plea for independent 
working class education, and indicates 
the part played by the Board of Edu- 
cation in the struggle between the 
““Independents”’ and the University Ex- 
tensionists. 

Two clever cartoons by J. F. Horra- 
bin do much to make it a very effective 
pamphlet. 


oe 


SO WE WERE RIGHT. 


The ‘‘Daily Express’’ Makes a 
Discovery. 


So far back as February, 1924, in 


an article on ‘‘How a New Era is Open- 
ing in Rural Constituencies,’’ and on 
several occasions since, we drew 
attention to the changing nature of 
Britain’s countryside. In our July issue 
in an editorial entitled ‘‘The Changing 
Countryside,’ we carried our obser- 
vations and conclusions a_ stage fur- 
ther, and dealt in detail with the many 
factors which are tending to revolu- 
tionise the lives and outlook of our 
rural inhabitants. 

Now comes the ‘‘Daily Express’? who 


‘in their issue of September 14th, under 


flaming headlines announce the same 
discovery. As a confirmation of the 
‘“‘Labour Organiser’s’’ conclusions our 
readers will be interested to learn from 
these headlines how ‘‘Character is 
changed by Wireless,’’ ‘‘Motors put an 
end to isolation,’’ ‘‘The Squire is pass- 
ing,’ the ‘‘England of to-day and 
to-morrow,’’ etc. Out of two columns 
which read like a re-hash of our own 
sober conclusions we extracts the 
following :— 

‘““Wireless, the motor-omnibus, and 
motor-car are transforming rural Eng- 
land and changing the very character 
and habits of the people. 

““These are the conclusions of Mr. 
H. V. Morton, who has been touring 
the countryside since April in his 
‘Search of England,’ which has re- 
sulted in so many fascinating articles 
in the ‘Daily Express.’ 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER 


“Many social and economic changes 
of the greatest importance are taking 
place to-day which are not merely 
widening the outlook of the dweller 
in rural places, but are tending to a 
standardisation of fashion and pronun- 
ciation. 

“Rural Engand, from being a col- 
lection but a short time since of isolated 
rural communities, is fast being welded 
into homogeneity. 

“To-day, the man who, as I have 
done, journeys many thousands of 
miles along the highways and byways 
of this country, is aware that the last 
vestige of an old order is in process 


of disappearance, and that the traveller ° 


of a few years hence will encounter a 
new England. 

“There are few places in England 
to-day which can be regarded as ‘off 
the map.’ The motor omnibus and the 
charabanc penetrate to the most re- 
mote fastnesses, linking outlying farm- 
house to village and linking village to 
market town. I do not suppose any- 
thing has so altered’ the life of remote 
communities as the motor omnibus that 
stops at the bottom of the lane. 

‘*No one who has not stayed in re- 
mote hamlets can have any idea of the 
difference which the wireless set has 
made in the life of the countryside. In 
cottage and farmhouse throughout the 
land the earphones are produced every 
night, and these people, often nodding 
and half asleep, after their day’s worl: 
in the fields, sit listening to the news, 
the music, and the lectures sent out 
from the broadcasting stations. The 
intellectual isolation of the country- 
side is a thing of the past. The old- 
time cottager had only a dim percep- 
tion of the great world beyond his nar- 
row world; to-day the voices of prince 
and politician speak to him in his own 
cottage.” 


We desire to acknowledge with deep- 
est thanks a donation of 44 made to 
the ‘‘Labour Organiser’? fund by Mr. 
i ©.) Morris, of 513 Charlessstreet, 
Cardiff, the National Organiser for 
Wales. We sincerely appreciate help 
of this substantial lind. 


Mr. Sam Hague, J.P., of 2, Broad 
Street, Bilston, Staffs., writes enclos- 
ing a donation of 10/6 to the **Organ- 
iser’? fund, and adds “‘I congratulate 
you on the high standard maintained 
and the measure of success achieved.” 
Our many thanks. 
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A “JOHN BULL” CANVASSER 
TALKS TO “L.O.” 

In company with ex-army officers, 
ex-actors, and ex-everything, I find 
myself employed temporarily in Liver- 
pool, engaged in a systematic canvass 
of that city, house to house, on be- 
half of *‘John Bull.’’ 

There are 12 men (eleven canvassers 
and one supervisor) in a team, and it 
is remarkable how soon they can visit 
about 140 houses a day, see the lady 
of the house, and endeavour to per- 
suade her to become a reader of ‘‘John 
Bull.”’ Every day the 12 canvassers 
persuade from 150 to 300 people to take 
the periodical. Every day from 1,200 to 
1,800 houses are made aware of the 
existence of that journal. Every day 
from one to two thousand leaflets are 
given away advertising ‘‘John Bull.”’ 

It is a well organised, thorough, and 
pushful canvass, such as would delight 
the heart of the august editor of the 
“L.O.” The firm give every canvasser 
printed hints that help him, give prizes 
for the team with the best results, and 
give prizes to the men who secure 
most results. They impress on the 
canvassers the necessity of courtesy, 
thoroughly and effectively ‘‘working”’ 
the district. They assist the canvass in 
every possible way, and take a keen 
interest. Every night the supervisor 
sends a record of the number of people 
visited, and the number of orders re- 
ceived, to the head office. From time 
to time the departmental head in 
London, comes to visit, exhort and en- 
courage each team of canvassers. 

Results, Results, Results! Such 
steady hammering gives results that 
stick, results that are effective, results 
that further spread the name and fame 
of the periodical, 

Now, sir! If this is good for *‘John 
Bull”’ (and if it wasn’t, they wouldn’t 
do it) it is good for us. 

Deliberate, pushful and well organ- 
ised canvassing like that would put, 
and keep, Labour in power for half a 
century. The wrangling between “‘lefts”’ 
and ‘“‘rights,’’ the differences between 
sections of our movement, the see-saw- 
ing from political to industrial, and 
from industrial to political action 
again, all leave me. uninterested. 
“Socialism in our time’’ is in our 
grasp when we want it sufficiently to 
organise thoroughly for it. 

Once more, Mr. Editor, Wage 
Workers of the World, Canvass ! You 
have nothing to lose but your timidity ! 
You have a world to gain! 
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THE LABOUR AGENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


List of Full-time Members. 


At the request of the Executive. of 
the National Association of Labour 
Registration and Election Agents we 
print below a list of present full time 
members, consisting of the organising 
staff of the National Labour Party 
and of central and constituency agent 
throughout the country. The present 
list contains a number of alterations 
and several new appointments made 
since the Margate Conference. From 
time to time a list of revisions will be 
published showing changes and new 
membership. Part-time .agents who are 
members of the Agents’ Association, 
are not included in these lists. Agents 
are earnestly requested to notify this 
office immediately of any change of 
address or other alteration. | 


National Agent. 
Mr. Egerton P. Wake, 33, Eccleston 
Square, London, S.W.1. 
Assistant National Agent. 
Mr. G. R. Shepherd, 33,. Eccleston 
Square, London, S.W.1. * 
Chief Woman Officer. 
Dr. Marion Phillips, 33, Eccleston 
Square, London, S.W.tr. 
National District Organisers. 
Mr. H. Croft (Home and Southern 
Counties), c/o The Labour Party, 33, 
- Eccleston Square, London, S.W.-1. 


Mr. H. Drinkwater (Midlands), Lady- 


wood, Fernhill Heath, near Wor- 
cester. 

Mr. E. Gibbin (North Eastern), 126, 
Sidney Grove, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Mr. W. Holmes (Eastern), 15, Somer- 
set Road, Tottenham, London, N.17. 

Mr. C. C. Jones (South Western), Sil- 
bury Gardens, Crediton, Devon. 

Mr. T. C. Morris (Wales and Mon- 
mouth), 51, Charles Street, Cardiff. 

Mr. B. Shaw (Scotland), 108, West 
Regent Street, Glasgow. 

Mr. J. H. Standring (North Western), 
12, Woodlands Road, Edenfield, nr. 
Manchester. 

Mr. R. T. Windle (London), 258, West- 
minster Bridge Road, S.E.1r. 

National Women Organisers. 

Mrs. M. Anderson (North Western), 4, 
Edgewell Villas, Church Road, Flix- 
ton, Manchster. 

Mrs. E. Andrews (Wales and Mon- 
mouth), 73, Bailey Street, Ton 
Pentre, Rhondda. 


Mrs. H. Fawcett’ (Midlands), 35, Cot- 
terills Lane, Alum Rock, Saltley, 
Birmingham. 

Mrs. Anderson. Fenn (North Eastern), 
19, Bank Terrace, All Hallows Lane, 
Kendal. 

Miss G. Francis (Eastern), 20, Jenner 
House, Hunter Street, London, 
Wi rae 

Miss A. Somers (London), 258, West- 
minster Bridge Road, S.E.1. 

Miss M. E. Sutherland (Scotland), 108, 
West Regent Street, Glasgow. 

Miss G. Tavener (Home and Southern), 
43, Jessel House, Judd Street, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 

Mrs. A. Townley (South Western), 4, 
Station Road, Ashley Hill, Bristol. 
Labour Party Agents. 

Berks.— 

Reading: Mr. A.° Lockwood, 56, 
Minster Street, Reading. 

Cheshire— 

Stockport : Mr. G. A. Crossley, Cen- 
tral Hall, Hillgate, Stockport. 

Crewe: Mr. W. H. Hunt, Pruden- 
tial Buildings, Crewe. 

Cornwall— 

Penryn and Falmouth: Mr. E. J. 

Alford, 12, St.Nicholas Street, Truro. 

Cumberland— 

Carlisle: Mr. J.- Kelsall, Trades 

Hall, Scotch Street, Carlisle. 

Workington: Mr. W. J. Irving, 
Eden House, Corporation Road, 
Workington. - 

Derby— 

Derby: Mr. John Cobb, 108, Stan- 
ley Street, Derby. 

Belper: Mrs. Marie Lees, Sunny- 
bank Gardens, Gibfield Lane, 
Belper. 

Durham— 

Stockton-on-Tees: Mr. A. J. That- 
cher, 9, Wellington Street, Stock- 
ton-on-Tees. ; 

Consett: Mr. Ben J. Burridge, 28, 
Smailes Street, Stanley S.O. 

South Shields and Houghton-le- 
Spring: Mr. H. Bainbridge, 34, 
Mount Road, West Sunderland. 

Blaydon and Chester-le-Street : Mr. 
J. Gilliland, Second Avenue, Ches- 
ter-le-Street. 

Durham and Sedgefield: Mr. J. Fos- 
ter, ‘‘Rossendale,’’ Neville’s Cross, 
co. Durham. 

Spennymoor: Mr. J. Cape, Avon 
House, Wooley Terrace, Crook, 

_ Durham. 

Essex— 

Basts Elam, ‘South: Mrs Eee, HH. 
Edwards, 123, High Street South, 
East Ham, E.6. 
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East Ham, North: Mr. W. Stewart 
Rainbird, Labour Hall, Katherine 
Road, East Ham, E.6. 

Lifords Minhas Rea lease btolness.) 50; 
Windsor Road, Ilford. 

Walthamstow (Borough): Mr. Ham- 
ilton Cardwell, 342, Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow, E.17. 

Colchester: Mr. P. F. Pollard, La- 
bour Party Offices, St. Botolph’s 
House, Colchester. 

Maldon: Mr. L. R. Roberts, 80, High 
Street, Witham, Essex. 

South Eastern: Mr. R. H. R. Davey, 
Labour Hall, Orsett Road, Grays. 

Gloucester— 

Bristol (Borough): Mr. E. Parker, 
11, High Street, Bristol. 

Bristol, East: Mr. H. E. Rogers, 
84, Church Road, Redfield, Bristol. 

Bristol, South: Mr. A. E. Cornford, 
19, Warden Road,  Southville, 
Bristol. 

Gloucester: Mr. J. H. Round, Rus- 
kin Hall, Eastgate Street (The 
Cross), Gloucester. 

Phombury : Mes J. EH. Curtis) go, 
Victoria Street, Staplehill, Bristol. 

Kent— : 3 

Dartford:. Mr. A. Moyle, 16, Low- 
field Street, Dartford. 

. Gravesend: Mr. S. Burgess, Labour 
Party ~ ‘Offices; 14a, Overcliffe, 

- Gravesend. 

Maidstone: Mr. J. D. A. Law, 3 and 
4, Bower Terrace, Maidstone. 

Lancashire— 

Accrington: Mr. W. Howson, 19, 
Warner Street, Accrington. 

Barrow-in-Furness : Mr. Bram Long- 
staffe, The Old Municipal Offices, 
Market Street, Barrow-in-Furness. 

Blackburn: Mr. G. B. Eddie, Vic- 
toria Chambers, Cort Street, 
Blackburn. 

Bolton: Mr. H. Eastwood, Spinners’ 
Hall, St. George’s Road, Bolton. 

Burnley: Mr. J. W. Gradwell, 1, 
Yorke Street, Burnley. 

Bury: Mr. W. Moore, Bury Labour 
Party, Peter Street, Moorgate; 
Bury. 

Eccles: Mr. W. M. Rogerson, 6, 
Mayfield Avenue, Wallxden, Man- 
chester. 

Leigh: Mr. J. L. Prescott, 112, Win- 
dermere Road, Leigh. 

Liverpool (Borough): Mr. W. H. 
Barton, 7, Spekeland Buildings, 
Canning Place, Liverpool. 

Liverpool, Edge Hill: Mr. A. Griffin, 
Hayes Hall, 70, Sheil Road, 
Liverpool. 


Manchester, Clayton: Mr. Ben Clare, 
Labour Club, North Road, Clay- 
ton. 

Manchester (Borough): Mr. Eric C. 
Gower, 3, Clarence Street, Albert 
Square, Manchester. 

Manchester, Ardwick: Mr. T. M. 
Larrad, 13, Ashton Old Road, 
Ardwick, Manchester. : 

Manchester, Gorton: Mr. W. H. 
Oldfield, 61, Wellington Street, 
Gorton, Manchester. 

Manchester, Hulme: Mr. L. Cor- 
coran, 295, Stretford Road, Hulme, 
Manchester, 

Manchester, Platting: Mr. A. James, 
5, Hanbury Street, Miles Platting, 
Manchester. j : 

Nelson and Colne: Mr. W. Throup, 
56, Railway Street, Nelson. 

Oldham: Mr. Isaac Crabtree, J.P., 
151, Union Street, Oldham. 

Preston: Mr. W. E. Morris, Labour 
Institute, Lancaster Road, Pres- 
ton. 

Rossendale: Mr. W. F. Regan, 
Labour Party Offices, 715a, Bacup 
Road, Waterfoot, Manchester. 

St. Helens: Mr. R. Waring, Labour 
Club, Dentons Green Lane, St. 
Helens, Lancs. 

Clitheroe: Mr. F. Constantine, 36, 
Burnley Road, Padiham, Lancs. 
Heywood and Radcliffe: Mr. E. J. 
Hookway, 41, James Street, Rad- 

cliffe, Lancs. 

Newton :* Mr. W. Speakman, Park 
Road, Newton-le-Willows. 

Westhoughton : Mr. W. A. Spofforth, 
Labour Party Offices, Bolton 
Road, Westhoughton. 

Wigan: Mr. R. Lewis, 29, King 
Street, Wigan. ; ‘ 


Leicester— 


Leicester (Boro’): Mr. W. Howard, 
88, Rutland Street, Leicester. 


Lincoln— 


Holland-with-Boston: Mr. H. St. 
Dunstan White, Elmsford House, 
High Street, Spalding, Lincs. 


London— 


Bethnal Green, N.: East: Mr. H. E, 
Tate, 4, Bishops Road, E.2. 

Bermondsey, West: Mr. J. A. W. 
Douglas, 57, Upper Grange Road, 
Sado is 

Camberwell, North: Mr. C. A. G. 
Manning, L.C.C., 356, Old Kent 
Road, S.E. 

Camberwell, Peckham: Mr. E. Bald- 
wyn, 1, Central Buildings, High 
Street, Peckham, S.E.15. 
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“ce 


“I am more than satisfied with the machine,—it is simple, efficient, 
clean and singularly attractive ee 

“The machine was recommended to me by Cr. , the Labour Party 
Agent at - and I shall certainly ‘ pass on the good news ’ whenever 
opportunity serves. 

cae, I am only anxious that my fellow Agents should know of 
your machine.” 

(Excerpts from letter received from a Labour Party Agent.) 


New Model 
Absolutely a out 
British \ September, 1926. 


“The Duplicator of Quality Reproduction” 


Every LABOUR AGENT has profitable | 
use for a LION Self-Feeding ROTARY 
DUPLICATOR. 


Without obligation a Demonstration 
and Free ‘Trial gladly arranged. 


Special EASY TERMS* of Payment. 


*We are encouraged to offer Agents Easy Payment Terms for we have ° 
installed many machines with Labour Agents and every arrangement has, 


or is being, carried out promptly. 
’ (Send us a postcard in order that one of our representatives can call 


upon you at your convenience.) 


The Lion 


28-30 PATERNOSTER ROW, LONDON, E.C.4. 
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Deptford: Mr. W. H. Green, J.P., 
435, New Cross Road, S.E.14. 
Lambeth, Kennington: Mr. W. 
Miles, 117, Clapham Road, S.W.9. 
Lambeth, North: Mr. Sidney Har- 
ford, 88a, Lambeth Walk, Ken- 

nington, S.E.rr. 

Paddington, North: Mr. P. C. Galla- 
gher, 19, Fernhead Road, Pad- 
dington, W. 

Poplar, Bow & Bromley: Mr. T. J. 
Blacketer, 38, Campbell Road, E.3. 

Poplar, South: Mr. G. J. Cressall, 
15, Marquarie Way, Millwall, 
Bora. 

St. Pancras, S.E.: Mr. H. Dawson 
Large, Clarendon Hall, 65, Charl- 
ton Street, N.W.1. 

Southwark, Central: Mr. Frank 
Roberts, 124, Walworth Road, 
Sel Bic ys 

Southwark, S.E.: Mr. Chas. New, 
Gordon Villa, Godfrey Hill, Wool- 
wich, S.E.18. 

Stepney, Limehouse: Mr. M. Hors- 
burgh, Norway House, Norway 
Place, 638, Commercial Road, 
B.14. : 

Stepney, Mile End: Mr. I. Shafran, 
Room 2, Stepney Meeting Hall, 
Garden Street, E.r. 

Woolwich, East: Miss Mabel Crout, 
3, New Road, Woolwich. 

Woolwich, West: Mr. W. Barefoot, 
J-P., 3, New Road, Woolwich. 

Middlesex—~ 

Edmonton: Mr. W. T. Harris, 344, 
Fore Street, Edmonton, N. 

Tottenham, North: Mr. G. Ellis, 7, 
Bruce Grove, Tottenham, N.17, 

Willesden, West: Mr. A. E. Nunn, 
375, High Road, N.W.1o. 

Norfolk-~ 

Norwich :Mr. J. Brooksbank, Labour 
Party Offices, Guildhall Corner 
Chambers, Norwich. 

Northern: Mr. S. J. Gee, 37, Ber- 
nard Road, Cromer, Norfolk. 

Northumberland— 

Newcastle, Central: Mr. W. C. 
Percival, I.L.P. Hall, 36, Diana 
Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Wansbeck: Mr. Dan Dawson, 10, 
Hilda Terraced, Throckley, New- 
burn-on-Tyne. 

Noltingham— 

Nottingham (Borough): Mr. Robert 
Bury, Labour Hall, 5, Stanford 
Street, Nottingham. 

Nottingham, West: Mr. Geo. Good- 
all, General Workers’ Office, New- 
stead House, St. James Street, 
Nottingham. 


Shropshire— 

The Wrekin: Mr. Frank Organ, 
Labour Party Offices, Station Rd., 
Wellington, Salop. 

Stafford— 

Smethwick: Mr. R. A. Baker, Unity 
House, Coopers Lane, Smethwick. 

Stoke-on-Trent, Stoke: Mr. He 
Miles, 3, Chamberlain Avenue, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

West Bromwich: Mr. A. Guest, 
Springfield House, Sandwell Road, 
West Bromwich. 

Wolverhampton, Bilston: Mr. Sam 
Hague, 2, Broad Street, Bilston. 
Leek: Mrs. Rigby, 120,73) High 
Street, Newchapel, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Surrey— 

Croydon (Borough): Mr. H. S. Red- 
grove, Ruskin House, Wellesley 
House, Croydon. 

Warwick— 

Birmingham (Borough): Mr. A. 
Young, 180, Corporation Street, 
Birmingham. 

Birmingham (Borough): Mr. F. W. 
Rudland, 262, Corporation Street. 

Birmingham, King’s Norton: Mr. G. 
Morris, 1393, Pershore Road, 
Stirchley, Birmingham. 

Birmingham, Ladywood: Mr. Wil- 
fred Whiteley, 36, Spring Hill, 

Birmingham, Yardley: Mr. S. Pow- 
ell, 198, Banks Road, Small 
Heath, Birmingham. 

Coventry : Mr. George E. Hodgkin- 
son, 28, Much Park Street, Cov- 
entry, 

Nuneaton: Mr. Walter Lewis, La- 
bour Club, Harefield Road, Nun- 
eaton. 

Wilts.— 

Swindon: Mr. J. J. Stonier, William 
Morris Labour Club, 94, Regent 
Street, Swindon. 

Yorks.— 

Bradford (Borough): Mr. Tom Ash- 
worth, 27, Forster Sq., Bradford. 

Bradford, South: Mr. J. Bailey, 65, 
Sunbridge Road, Bradford. 

Huddersfield: Mr. Arthur Gardiner, 
t, Imperial Arcade, Huddersfield. 

Leeds, Central: Mr: W.  Withey, 
14, Upper Fountaine Street, Leeds. 

Leeds, South; Mr. H. Brett, 7, 
Barkly Grove, Leeds. 

Rotherham: Mr. G. E. Caine, 14, 
Norfolk Street, Rotherham. 

Sheffield (Borough) : Mr. T. Garnett, 
63, Blonk Street, Sheffield. 

Sheffield (Park): Mr. E. G. Rowlin- 
son, ‘“‘Dalehead,’’? 36, Dalewood 
Road, Beauchief, Sheffield. 
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Wakefield: Mr. Burley Johnson, 55, 
Hatfield Street, Wakefield. 

North Riding, Cleveland: Mr. Jack 
Worthy, 30, High Street, Skelton- 
in-Cleveland. 

West Riding, Colne Valley: Mr. S. 
Eastwood, Prospect House, Slaith- 
waite, nr. Huddersfield. 

West Riding, Doncaster: Mr. H. F. 
Heaviside, No. 6 Room, Trades 


Institute, North Bridge Road, 
Doncaster. 
West Riding, Elland: Mr. J. Law- 


son, 44, Bradford Road, Brighouse. 
West Riding, Shipley: Mr. Walter 
Hill, 2, St. Ives Street;- Shipley. 


West Riding, Skipton: Mr. H. At- 
‘kinson, Goodenber Road,  Ben- 
tham, near Lancaster. 

West Riding, Sowerby: Mr. Mark 


Crossley, Labour Party Offices, 
Bridge End, Halifax Road, Tod- 
morden. 


West Riding, Spen Valley: Mr. J. 
Bryan, 1, Market Street, Cleck- 
heaton. 

WALES. 
Flint— 


Flint : Mr. A. Glyn Evans, 6, Mount 

Pleasant, Saltney, Chester. 
Glamorgan— 

Aberavon: Councillor J. A. Brown, 

1, Gwendoline Street, Aberavon. 
Monmouth— 

Newport: Mr. W. B. Lewcock, 84, 
Stow Hilf, Newport, Mon. 

Pontypool: Mr. H. D. Bowden, 
Labour Club, Pontnewynydd, Mon. 

SCOTLAND. 
Forfarshire— 

Montrose Burghs: Mr. J. Marshall, 
to, MacDonald Crescent, Clyde- 
bank. 

Forfar: Mr. James S. Brown, 240, 
Brook Street, Broughty Ferry, 
Dundee. 

Midlothian and Peebles— 

Edinburgh, West: Mr. John Welch, 
+, West Park Place, Dalry Road, 
Edinburgh. 


New Appointments. 


The following is a list of the most 
recent appointments :— 
Lancashire— 

Ashton-under-Lyne: Mr. F. J. Ket- 
tle, 61, Park Street, Ashton-under- 
Lyne. 

Warrington: Mr. G. Hindle, c/o 
N.U.G. and M.W. Office, Pigshill, 
Warrington. 

London— 

Hammersmith: Mr. H. Riley, 154, 

Goldhawk Road, Shepherd’s Bush. 


Wandsworth, Balham and Tooting : 
Mr. G. Coppuck, 3098, ‘Garratt 
Lane, Wandsworth, S.W.18. 

Northampton— 


Peterborough: Mr. R. A. Watson, 
Saxon Chambers, Cross Street, 
Peterborough. 

Nottingham— 


East : Mr. T. Roper, 10, Boswell St., 
Radford, Nottingham. 
Staffs.— 
Wolverhampton, West: Mr. W. H. 
Jacob, 35, Queen Square, Wolver- 


hampton. 
Warwick— 

Birmingham, Aston: Mr. Dan 
Davies, Ruskin Hall, Victoria 
Road, Aston, Birmingham. 
(Concluded from Page 180). 

Other developments might be des- 


cribed, such as the acquisition by the 
“Morning Post’? of an important in- 
terest in the new company which has 
taken over the control of the ‘‘Finan- 
cial News”’ and the Argus Press, Ltd. 
But enough has been said to show how 
switly the whole vast business of pub- 
lishing newspapers and _ periodicals of 
all kinds is being concentrated in a few 
hands. 

Commercial motives undoubtedly 
dominate this process of concentration. 
But it has other aspects. The effect of 
it upon the idea of liberty of discussion 
embodied in the phrase ‘‘the freedom 
of the press’? has already been indi- 
cated. The trustification of the press 
is making this idea of the newspapers 
as free and independent organs of 
opinion, engaged in the instruction cf 
the public on great issues of public 
policy and the dissemination of the 
news about important public events, 
look ridiculous. It is seriously affect- 
ing also, the position of the newspaper- 
men, the professional journalists, who 
try pathetically to maintain that they 
are servants of the public, engaged in 
responsible and public-spirited activi- 
ties, and able to assert their inde- 
pendence against the dictation of news- 
paper proprietors. 

By changes in ownership the area of 
employment in the newspaper trades 
is contracting. Newspapers are amal- 
gamated and merged with other papers 
without the smallest regard for the 
staffs employed by them, and the out- 
look for newspaper workers becomes 
increasingy bleak and grim. This is 


‘hardly the time for newspaper workers 


to weaken the trade union organisa- 
tion which protects them, and_ the 
public, against capitalist exploitation. 
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THE AGENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


The annual conference of the Labour 
Agents’ Association tool place on the 
1oth October at the ‘‘Marina,’’? Mar- 
gate. There was a surprisingly large 
attendance of members, evidence no 
doubt to the success which has attended 
the. operations of the Association and 
the special achievements of the past 
year. 

‘The Chairman (Mr. W. H. Jacob) in 
an admirable address (of which an ex- 
tended report is to be circulated to 
members) made reference to the 
important part played by Labour agents 
in the development of the Party, and 
congratulated the members on _ the 
settlement of the troublesome question 
of Labour Party grants to agents. 

The tenth annual report of the Asso- 
ciation, a document of considerable 
length, indicated a variety of activities, 
and reports were given of the general 
work of the Association, Adjustments 
Board, and other matters. 

A discussion took place on the new 
scheme of Party grants to agents which 
it was reported was the outcome of 
negotiations between the Labour Party 
Executive and the Agents’ Executive. 
Ultimately unanimous approval was 
given to the new proposals. 

The examination scheme for agents, 
referred to on another page of this issue, 
was reported upon by the Executive. It 
is not generally known that the scheme 
adopted at the Margate Conference was 
the outcome of proposals put forward 
by the Agents’ Association, and that 
the scheme in detail was the worl: of 
a joint committee. Several questions 
relating to details of the scheme were 
now asked and answered, and ultimately 
the whole matter received unanimous 
approval. 

The report of the ‘‘Labour Organ- 
iser’? showed that another successful 
year had been passed, and that the cir- 
culation was well maintained despite 
the troublous times of the past five 
months. 

A number of resolutions on the agenda 
were disposed of, and the conference 
placed on record its appreciation of the 
services of the general secretary (Mr. 
H. Drinkwater), and tendered to him 
its deep gratitude for his efforts on 
behalf of all members. 

The election of officers for the 
ensuing year resulted in the re-electiors 
of all the retiring officers. 


CREWE WOMEN AT WORK. 


A budget of papers reaches us from 
Crewe, all of which indicate the many 
activities of the Party there and the 
excellent work being put in by the 
agent, Mr. W. H. Hunt. Space, how- 
ever, prevents the reproduction of any 
of these documents, and we must con- 
tent ourselves by noting that open-air 
meetings receive announcements by 
means of handbills run off on the 
duplicator; that a duplicated monthly 
news sheet entitled “‘The Whip” is 
being published, and that Mr. Hunt 
makes full use of the candidate’s photo 
block in all printed matter and 
announcements. Another point for con- 
sideration (which has already received 
notice in the ‘‘Labour Woman’’) is 
the energy displayed by the Women’s 
Sections in opening up new ground. 
Thus on one occasion 17 members of 
one of the Ward Women’s Sections 
chartered a “bus and journeyed to a 
village for which a meeting had been 
fixed that night. The afternoon was 
spent in distributing Labour Party 
leaflets and handbills and -in making 
a complete personal canvass of the vil- 
lage. On another occasion a small 
town was tackled, and the party split 
up into groups with a leader for each 
group, and again the same work was 
accomplished. The women have now 
apparently made this sort of work a 
permanent feature of their activities. 
In this connection we note that at a 
recent Crewe Town Council by-election 
Mrs. Louisa Ward headed the poll by 
1,369 votes, a majority of 780 over 
her nearest opponent. 


a 


RURAL AREAS AND LITERATURE 
By E, J. ALFORD, 
Agent, Penryn and Falmouth Division 
of Cornwall. 

The propaganda of twenty and thirtv 
years ago, especially that embodied in 
the books and leaflets of the ’80’s, ’90’s 
and the early part of the present cen- 
tury, is largely responsible for the con- 
solidation of Socialist thought into the | 
active political expression of the present 
day. 

Rural areas, especially those remote 
from railways, only got the fringe of 
that propaganda or missed it altogether. 
Here, in Cornwalt, previous to the 
advent of the motor ’bus, very many 
people only occasionally saw a news- 
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paper, and Socialist leaflets are stil! 
rare. The great need of the momnt 
is a supply of the old pamphlets and 
leaflets that were so widely read in the 
big industrial areas 20 and 30 years 
ago. 

We have villages now, in this area, 
where ’buses only run two days a wees, 
and where the people have had no 
opportunity of reading the basis of our 
work. Villagers are still afraid to 


attend meetings in daylight, and it is 
well-nigh impossible to stand the ex- 
pense of travel to the remote places. 
On the other hand, there are very few 
hamlets but some person has joined 
the party, and the circulation trom 
friend to friend of the right sort of 
literature would be invaluable. 

To this end we are using the glue- 
pot to back effective literature in cart- 
ridge paper printed as _ follows:— 


SHOOTOUT 


holds this book 
following date :— 


The circulation 


contributions. 


OLIN RCI ILO) 


This Book is the Property of the 


Penryn-Falmouth Divisional 


: LABOUR PARTY. :: 
For Public Use. 


After reading, you are invited to hand 
on this book to any person you think 
would be interested in its contents. 


No record is taken of the circulation 
beyond that supplied by the courtesy and 
honour of our readers. 


is asked to return it to one of our offices, or 
to a member of the Party. 


Return in Six Months. 


rangements for speakers—the organisation of 
the Party—can only be carried on by voluntary 


Will you help by joining the Party, or 
contributing to its Funds ? 


Write to the Agent :—E. J. ALFORD, 
Head Office :—12, St. Nicholas Street, Truro. 


The person -who 
months after the 


literature—the ar- 


RUAURUUAUNUAUAOUAOUAUUAUA OOOO MOM OOOOH: 
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Labour Party Agents and Candidates, 
as well as secretaries and others, may 
have stocks of suitable matter that 
could be used. In response to a letter 
which was referred to in.the ‘‘Daily 
Herald’”’? I have already in circulation 
10 copies of ‘‘Britain for the British,” 
12 copies of the ‘Fabian Essays,’’ and 
scores of Christian Socialist pamphlets 
by. James Adderley, Conrad Noel, and 
the Thaxted Catechists. 

This division can be won, and a 
plentiful supply of the right sort of 
basic literature would be a big asset. 
Cornishmen have the old Methodist 
spirit—the appeal of the Socialist par- 
son is a great power, and the Labour 
Party can make enormous strides by 
the dissemination of the ethical founda- 
tion of Socialism. 

This is an appeal for ammunition. 
No quantity will be too small or too 
great. Single copies of books or 
leaflets can be effectively used or quan- 
tities can be distributed over wide 
areas. We have the machinery—can I 
rely upon my readers supplying the 
goods. Carriage will gladly be paid 
where required. 

i * * 


The following books or leaflets of a 
similar nature would be especially valu- 
able :—Blatchford’s ‘‘Merrie England’ 


and ‘‘Britain for the British,’’ ‘‘The 
Ragged Trousered  Philanthropist,”’ 
“News from Nowhere,” ‘‘Unto this 
Last,” and ‘6d. Rationalist. Press 
Reprints. The dark days are on us, 
and if you have anything you can send 
—send it NOW. 


(Continued from Page 178.) 

The point we wish to make in refer- 
ence to this matter is that immediacely 
the mining crisis is out of the way, 
the time will be over ripe for launching 
the General Election fund of the Party. 
£28,000 is a very meagre figure on 
which to face 600 constituencies of 
which probably even at the happiest 
times 150 may be without candidates 
when the election arrives. Two million 
shillings is a long way from this sum, 
but can it be expected when every con- 
stituency is concentrating on its cwn 
resources and problems, that this sum 
can be greatly increased? Such a total 
attained at such a time does in rcality 
represent an intense loyalty to the 
National Movement and this loyalty, 
given a longer time for expression, and 
a more ordered method of raising the 
money, would undoubtedly result in 
that 2,000,000 shillings being attained. 

(To be continued.) 
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LABOUR PARTY FINANCE. 


By Tue Epiror. 
ARTICLE If. 


‘‘A national sixpenny affiliation fee is 
a minimum for which the Party should 
boldly legislate. 

We are not unconscious of difficulties 
—or of disinclinations for that matter 
either. But the Trades Unions who a 
year or two ago were building so much 
on purely industrial action must now 
have realised the grave error of their 
ways in having for so many years paid 
such a trifling insurance against Tory 
political power. SMe op Ga 

We are aware that the Unions at 
Bournemouth have just turned down a 
penny levy for development at Easton 
Lodge. But are the causes comparable ? 
And does not the huge vote cast for 
even such a comparative luxury give 
some indication of what the response 
would be to an appeal to finance the 
political Movement in such way as to 
make its progress secure and its chal- 
lenge to reaction certain of success? 
True, the Unions are poor to-day, but 
they are not broken in spirit, and six- 
pence in a whole year per member will 
not break either their spirit, or even the 
bank, though it would save the Party.”’ 

* * * 


Since the above paragraphs in our 
last article were penned, much has 
happened. In the first place, we have 
had the figures showing how much was 
realised last year by the double affilia- 
tion fee to the Labour Party, and, in 
the second place, we have the spectacle 
of the whole industrial movement 
agreeing to levy itself at the rate of 
one peniy per day in aid of the locked- 
out miners. 

From the accounts of the National 
Labour Party we gather that the sum 
of £33,414 5s. 1d. was actually realised 
in hard cash by the double affiliation 
fee up to September of this year. That 
is to say the Movement in one year, 
without compulsion, and quite spon- 
taneously, has subscribed to Head- 
quarter’s funds rather over  three- 
fourths of its normal contributions, 
leaving out of account what may yet 
be expected to come in. Put another 
way it means that the Movement for 
the year just ended (these figures are 
from September to September and not 
for the financial year) has paid an 
affiliation fee of 5id. per member— 
this in a time of acute trial for all the 
Unions, and in a period many months 
of which were occupied either in pre- 


paration for or in actual industrial 
conflict. 

It is true that no proposal was put 
forward at Margate to continue this 
levy, or to raise the affiliation fee from 
threepence to sixpence. The atmosphere 
perhaps would not have been a_for- 
tunate one in which to discuss such a 
proposal, but could any further proof 
be needed as to the Movement’s ability 
and willingness to pay than the figures 
we have quoted ? 

And what of the National T.U. levy? 
It may be said that this was not alto- 
gether willingly made; and that it was 
only made at a belated date. But there 
are critics who say this levy should be 
much more, and, indeed, if the levy is 
only enforced for one month it amounts 
to a special contribution of no less than 
2s. 6d. in one year. And the National 
Labour Party contrives to struggle 
along on threepence per annum ! 

Taking then the figures we have 
given, and other proofs that Trades 
Unionists give of their willingness to 
contribute when facts are presented to 
them, we are more than ever convinced 
that if an appeal to place the Labour 
Party on a sound financial basis, per- 
manently, and not for one year, was 
made, involving the increased contri- 
bution, it would be carried even if over 
the heads of timid and _ hesitating 
General Secretaries. 

The long-drawn-out crisis and the 
ending of it—indeed, all the tragic hap- 
penings of the past summer must have 
convinced even the most obtuse Trades 
Union reactionary or anti-political in- 
dustrialist that the next move must be 
political. And if this is admitted, and, 
if we are to prepare for a grand 
assault at the next election on all the 
constituencies in the country, those one 
hundred agricultural constituencies into 
the bargain, is there not, further, a 
case to be made out for a great volun- 
tary levy in all the affiliated Unions for 
this special political purpose? 

* * * 


Before we leave the question of 
national finance and turn to deal with 
the problem of local finance and the 
tapping of fresh sources of revenue in 
this direction, there are two or three 
other aspects of the matter to decal 
with. 

The question of the Party contribu- 
tions to the ‘‘Daily Herald” is un- 
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doubtedly a matter that must come up 
for revision or re-settlement at an 
early date. A total payment of £36,000 
has been made to the ‘Daily Herald’ 
since 1922, and under present arrange- 
ments a further liability of £12,000 
remains to be paid up to 1928. But 
what after that? The whole of the 
Labour Party liability to the ‘Daily 
Herald” has been paid out of current 
income and not, as in the case of the 
Trades Union Congress, by a special 
“Daily Herald’? levy on members. Is 
the ‘‘Labour Organiser’’ to be the first 
Labour journal to protest that the con- 
tinuance of the present situation would 
be an unfair handicap on the objects 
for which the Party exists and for 
which its resources are subscribed? He 
would be a bold man who would pre- 
dict that after 1928 the ‘‘Daily Herald”’ 
would require no subsidy. Though the 
probability is that the next General 
Election and the return of a Labour 
Government to power will accord un- 
thoughtof opportunities that may 
vitally affect the financial stability ci 
the paper. 

But if assistance is t>» continue we 
say boldly that it ought not to be sought 
from funds urgently needed to develop 
the Labour Party in the constituencies— 
unless, of course, the increased affilia- 
tion fee or a special levy makes pro- 
vision whereby this burden could ke 
borne. 

The next point we desire to discuss 
is the special election funds of the 
Party. In 1923 a national appeal spec- 
tacularly opened by a gift of £10,060 
by the N.U.R. resulted in a total fund 
of £23,565 being raised, cf which 
£16,775 was expended in grants in aid 
of candidates’ election expeases. At 
the last General Election a total of over 
£28,000 was raised, of which £22,500 
was expended on similar grants. 

The point that must strike most ob- 
servers is thé fact that both these 
funds were launched actually at the 
election period and not beforehand. 
Indeed, peculiar circumstances had 
almost debarred any other possibility. 
As for the General Election of 1922, 
Mr. Arthur Henderson’s 2,000,000 
shilling fund was launched well in front 
of the long-threatened dissolution, but 
it came with the slump, and at a time 
when every Trades Union and eycry 
local Party was seeking to stem the 
tide of diminishing resources and the 
results of falling wages. 


(Continued on Page 176.) 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Qualification for 
Councils. 
Question.—We have a splendid man 
who would stand for the next Local 
Elections ii he is eligible. He is single, 
living at home, and has a Parlia- 
mentary vote. Could he stand for any 
of the following:—Parish Council, 
Rural District Council, or Board of 

Guardians ? 

Answer.—The fact that a man has a 
Parliamentary vote does not necessarily 
mean that he is also qualified as Coun- 
cillor for any of the above bodies, 
although the probabilities are that he 
is so qualified. For the Parish Coun- 
cil it ‘is necessary that the candidate 
shall have resided during the whole of 
the 12 months preceding the election 
in the Parish for whose Council he is 
a candidate, or within three miles 
thereof. 

To be qualified for the Rural District 
Council the candidate must be a 
parochial elector of some parish 
within the Union in which the rural 
district containing the Parish is com- 
prised. Or if he has resided in the 
Union during the whole of the 12 
months preceding the election he will 
be equally qualified. There are one or 
two minor extensions of this qualifica- 
tion, but probably this answer will 
suffice. The qualification for the Board 
of Guardians is virtually the same as 
for the Rural Council. 

Number-takers at Municipal Elections. 

Question—One of our Municipal 
wards has 5,768 electors with eight 
different Polling Stations. The custom 
is to employ number-takers—one for 
each station. That makes eight mes- 
sengers employed, whereas the scale 
makes it six only for this sized elec- 
torate. Our opponents employ eight 
and show eight in their returns. Do 
you think they could escape on the plea 
that number-takers are not messengers ? 

Answer.—Our correspondent is per- 
fectly correct in stating that only six 
messengers may be employed for the 
given number of electors. But the law 
does not recognise the employment of 
number-takers, and one must use mes- 
sengers for this purpose. On no 
account must number-takers be em- 
ployed in addition to the messengers, 
and on no account should the return of 
election expenses show the employment 
of number-takers under that name. To 


Parish and Rural 


eS 


THE LABOUR ORGANISER. Sf 


employ number-takers who; are hot 
messengers is to incur the penalty for 
illegal employment, and to employ 
above the number of messengers 
allowed is also an offence. It would 
appear therefore that our correspond- 
ent’s opponents are doubly in the 
wrong, and_have rendered themselves 
liable to penalty and petition, though 
we should not like to say that the lat- 
ter course is likely to be attend with 
success for our side. 


Claimant in Unfurnished Rooms, 

Question.—I have resided in‘my pre- 
sent two rooms, furnished, for the past 
six years, paying 25s. for rooms, furni- 
ture and attendance when present, and 
10s, when away on holiday. The total 
rent and rates for the whole house of 
seven rooms is about 12s. 6d. I wish 
to get the. Local Government vote, as 
I find that the stigma of not being a 
ratepayer (!) loses me at least 100 
votes at every Council election. I be- 
lieve that if I shad all the furniture 
removed and slept and eat on the floor 
I should be ‘‘rated”’ and a ‘‘ratepayer,”’ 
Would you advise me to buy the furni- 
ture outright with or without an 
arrangement with the landlord for pur- 
chase, or how would you advise me to 
qualify myself for a vote? 

Answer.—Frankly we don’t like the 
suggestion of purchasing the furniture, 
either outright or under some overt 
arrangement. It should be possible to 
come to some definite agreement 
whereby the rooms are rented unfurn- 
ished for a definite stated amount, a 
separate item aliogether being paid for 
the hire of the furniture. Such an 
agreement as this properly vouched 
ought to be indisputable, and it is the 
best way for our correspondent to 
secure a legal qualification. 


Expenses of Municipal Elections. 

Question.—Our Individual Section 
ure organising a meeting in the 
theatre next Sunday at which an M.P. 
and our Parliamentary candidate are 
speaking. Our candidate is going to 
deal with the Municipal Elections and 
appeal for support for the candidates. 
Must the cost of that meeting be in- 
cluded in the election expenses of the 
candidates ? 

Answer.—We have some hesitancy in 
answering this question. Whether a 
particular meeting is an expense or no 
depends entirely on circumstances. An 
individual. members’ section are quite 


at liberty to hold a political meeting 
during the Municipal Elections, and a 
speaker may actually deal thereat witn 
Municipal Election matters, yet these 
circumstances may not be sufficient to 
stamp the meeting as an election meet- 
ing, the expenses of which ought to be 
returned. But in our Party we are apt 
to go further in our enthusiasm and | 
do and say all sorts of things at a 
meeting which would associate the 
meeting with the candidature rather 
than with the Party, It would be safer 
in most cases to regard such a meeting 
as an election expense. Certainly if the 
meeting has been arranged because of 
the elections, or if specific appeals are 
to be made on behalf of individual 
candidates then it is an expense and 
ought to be returned. 


The Labour Party Constitution. 

We have received since our last pub- 
lication another budget of queries bear-! 
ing on interpretations of particular 
points and rules in the Labour Party 
constitution. Several of these are of 
interest, but in view of the fact that 
the Margate Conference referred the 
constitution to the Executive for con- 
sideration and report next year, and 
that the constitution will possibly 


’ undergo amendment and simplification 


in certain parts we deem it unneces- 
sary to deal with these questions in 
future. The present constitution has 
worked remarkably well considering 
the newness and inexperience of our 
Party and the remarkable variety ol 
circumstances which have been con- 
tended with. Such ‘deficiencies as 
have been discovered will no doubt 
now receive attention. 


PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS 


PORTABLE Open-air Speakers’ Plat- 
forms supplied.—For particulars, apply 
to H. W. Bingley, 106, Dunlace Road, 
Clapton Park, E.5. 


TWEED and Serge Suitings and 
Costumes, any length cut. Large 
selection, good material, reasonable 
prices. Patterns sent post free.—R. A. 
ANDERSON, Co-op. Buildings, Gala- 
shiels. 


NOTICE. 

Owing to the Editor’s absence at the 
Margate Conference, there was no 
issue of the ‘‘Labour Organiser’’ for 
October, 
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THE NEWSPAPER TRUST AND 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS. 


By HERBERT TRACEY, 

A great outcry was raised at the time 
of the national strike against the action 
of the Trade Union leaders in shutting 
down the printing and paper trades and 
stopping the publication of the news- 
papers. It was charged against the 
Trade Unions that they had attacked 
the sacred principle of the freedom of 
the press. Even good trade unionists 
were disturbed. 

Recent developments in the rapid 
concentration of newspaper ownership 
in the hands of a few men have brought 
into sight far more serious dangers. 
’ They offer a grave warning to all who 
realise what it must mean to demo- 
cracy to leave the control of public 
opinion and the discussion of public 
affairs in the grip of a small group 
of business men who have made the 
publishing of newspapers and _ periodi- 
cals a profit-making enterprise. The 
newspaper, as an independent organ of 
opinion,, conducted with the object of 
instructing the popular mind on ques- 
tions of public policy has practically 
disappeared. The press has become 
merely another instrument in the pos- 
session of the great capitalistic groups, 
used mainly for commercial ends as 
an integral part of the selling machin- 
ery of modern business, and having 
for its unavowed object the stifling of 
all opinion that does not accord with 
the views these newspaper owners take 
of their own interests, and_ political 
aims, and the significance of popular 
movements. 

The most startling of these develop- 
ments is the expansion of the news- 
paper group headed by Sir William 
Berry and his brothers. The Berry 
group, already in control of very large 
newspaper and publishing enterprises, 
have just extended their control to the 
“Daily Sketch’? and the “Sunday 
Herald.’’ These acquisitions place in 
their hands the whole of the papers 
formerly controlled by the Hulton 
group, with the exception of the Lon- 
don evening paper which Lord Beaver- 
brook secured by arrangement with 
Lord Rothermere. 

And the Berry group, not content 
with these additions to their newspaper 
interests. are now reaching out for 
another large portion of the big busi- 
ness established by the late Lord North- 
cliffe. An offer. has been made 
by them -for the purchase of the 


Amalgamated Press (1922) Ltd., the | 
huge organisation which publishes the 
mass of popular women’s journals, 
children’s periodicals, comic papers, 
novelettes, etc. Rumours are afloat of 
even bigger and more ambitious exten- 
sions of the Berry interests in the field 
of daily and evening journalism. 

At the present time they control, 
as Allied Newspapers, Ltd., the ‘*‘Sun- 
day Times,”’ ‘‘Daily Dispatch,” *‘ Even- 
ing Chronicle,’’ ‘‘Sporting Chronicle,"’ 
“‘Sunday Chronicle,’’ “‘Empire News” 
and ‘‘Athletic News.’’ As the Allied 
Northern Newspapers, Ltd., they own 
or control a large number of Scottish 
newspapers, including the ‘‘Daily Re- 
cord,’? ‘‘Sunday Mail,’’ ‘Weekly 
Record,’ “Glasgow Evening News,”’ 
“North Mail and Newcastle Chroni- 
cle,”’ “Sunday Sun,’’ 3 “Weekly 
Chronicle.’ 

They have other interests. It would 
be a long story to trace out all the rami- 
fications of the Berry interests in the 
printing and publishing trades, the 
iron, coal, steel, cotton, and other in- 
dustries, and various financial con- 
cerns. Nor does the tendency, towards 
concentration affect the Berry interests 
alone. Other big groups are expand- 
ing. There have been changes in the 
ownership of the series of. illustrated 
weekly publications with which lie 
name of Sir John Ellerman has been 
identified. 

These properties, which include the 
‘*Sphere,’’ ‘‘Tllustrated London News,” 
“Tatler,”? **Sketch,”* “‘Men’s Wear.) 
‘“Eve,’’ etc., have been acquired by the 
group headed by Mr. William Harri- 
son, who as chairman of the Inveresk 
Paper Company described to the share- 
holders recently the steps taken to build 
up what he called one of the largest 
and most successful concerns in the 
paper trade. 

The Harrison interests own or con- 
trol the Carrongrove Paper Co., Ltd., 
the Northfleet Paper Mills, Ltd., the 
British Vegetable Parchment Mills, 
Ltd., Caldwell’s Paper Mills, Ltd., 
Annandale and Son, Ltd., Henry Bruce 
and Sons, Ltd., Backhouse and Cop- 
pock, Ltd., the International Pulp and 
Chemical Co., Ltd., the New Merton 
Board Mills, Ltd., Morris and Co., 
Ltd. It was to provide for these mills 
an assured market that steps were 
taken to acquire the Ellerman inter- 
ests in illustrated papers along with 
the ‘*Graphic’’ and the ‘*Bystander,”’ 
owned by Sir Edward Tiiffe. 

(Concluded on Page 173.) 


